50 IDEAS FOR A GREAT 
“NH OPEN DOORS” EVENT”
(Search other categories beside you own to start thinking “outside-the-box”) 
Craftspeople/Artisans:

- Demonstrate how your product is made/give a tour/give a talk
- Provide workshops for adults or kids

- Have a “sale” on seconds

- Serve NH-made drinks and goodies and have NH-artist music playing in background

- Partner with other craftspeople so there are 4 or more or you instead of just one at a location (each artists would need to register individually in order to get their own listing – but each description would promote that fact that in one stop, the public can see many artists).

- Feature holiday-theme items for the family table such as hand-crafted serving platters, blown glass vases, pewter goblets, crystal bowls, brass candlesticks, hand-woven table runners, etc.
- Offer custom-order items that can be created in time for Christmas

- Start an outdoor sculpture that can be “added to” by visitors using a variety of materials

Musicians:

- Perform at a local restaurant, retail store, farm stand or lodging property. Sell you CDs. The

location can promote their business with their listing and you can promote the fact you will be there with your own listing. Now the public sees your name “twice”


- Partner with other musicians and create a day-long or evening-long NH-musical “concert” 


- Host a square dance in a local barn
Specialty Food & Drink Producers:
- Host a tasting of your food product and/or demonstrate how it is made

- Partner with other food producers who make products that “compliment” your products (i.e. wine and cheeses, maple syrup and pancake mixes, jams/jellies with biscuit and scone mixes, etc.)

- Host a marshmallow roast to go along with your hot chocolate and other flavored drinks

- Host a classic “tea party” serving teas, breads and pastries from NH producers – hire a NH violinist or harp player for atmosphere

- Have kids create their own candies or decorate their own pastries and bake them on-site

- Host a competition in which the public votes for their favorite wine or food product

- Have animals on-site that show the public the “source” of their food (elk, buffalo, etc.)  

- Offer a tour of your facility and explain the step-by-step process 

Farm Stands:

- Host hay rides, bonfires, petting-zoos

- Offer workshops on wreath-making, holiday decorating with branches and dried flowers

-  Have the public “create” their own hand-designed labels for jam/jelly jars or holiday ornaments

-  Host a pumpkin carving contest

- Sell fresh baked pies and breads 

- Give a talk on growing Christmas trees, pumpkins, apples – whatever it is you grow or raise
Attractions (museums/galleries/historical sites/performing art centers):

- Work with local lodging properties to provide information/coupons/tickets to your attraction


- Create a “NH theme” that weekend featuring local artists, local history, local performers
Restaurants:

- Host a “NH Growers” dinner in which everything on the menu is NH grown, raised, or produced

- Offer a special on NH beers and wines

- Invite farmers, breweries, wineries or orchards who produced the foods and beverages you serve to give a talk and/or mingle with the guests

- Hire a NH-based musician to provide dining entertainment 

- Invite area artisans to display/sell their work on-site in the lobby or porch area

Lodging Properties:


- Create a special NH Open doors weekend package rate

- Partner with area attractions in providing tickets and coupons to see local galleries and museums


- Invite area craftspeople to exhibit their work in your living room or offer a workshop to your guests


- Provide a “tea-party” or afternoon chamber music by NH musicians


- Serve local NH-made coffee, tea, eggs, pancakes and maple syrup for breakfast  


- Put NH-made chocolates on your guests’ pillows at night


- Prepare “welcome baskets” with NH maple syrup, candies, and trail mixes

- Have plenty of NH theme brochures on hand (i.e. wine & cheese trail maps, NH Made Directories, NH tourism guides and maps, etc.)

- Decorate your property for the holidays with NH-grown trees, wreaths and berries

Retail Stores:
· Invite local authors to have book singings, give poetry readings, or read to children from their


story books  
· Invite crafters to do demos, host workshops, give talks

· Invite food producers to host on-site tastings of their product

· Offer a special on NH-made products

· Provide shipping and gift wrapping that weekend 

· Invite NH gift basket producers to provide on-site services that weekend

Form clusters of “like products”:
· Get together with producers of personal care items such as soaps, lotions, candles, rubs, balms, embroidered towels, offer massages, make-overs 

· Get together with producers of pet treats and accessories, clothing manufacturers that specialize


 in pet embroidery, artists that specialize in pet portraits, and welcome pets into your location

· Get together with clothing and accessory producers for one-stop shopping for jewelry, purses,


 scarves, belts, jackets, hats, and wool/fiber supplies and books.
· Get together  with producers of children’s products, clothing items, games and toys

· Get together with producers of home furnishing products such as rugs, quilts, furniture, pottery,


 pewter, stained glass, tiles, prints, fine art, wooden bowls, crystal 

· Get together with garden related items such as dried flower arrangements, plant foods, insect


 protection, decorative accents, garden furniture, outdoor sculptures 

· Get together with “organic” or “all-natural” or “recycled” product producers of cleaning 

 products, lotions, foods, clothing, tote bags 

· Get photographers, print makers and fine art artisans together to exhibit their framed art as well 

 as prints, cards, calendars, journal books, and more
