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RETAIL MANAGER OF “THE NEW HAMPSHIRE STORES” 
WINS “THE PRIDE OF NEW ENGLAND” AWARD 
HAMPTON, NH, MARCH, 2007 - Valerie Laker, manager of the two New Hampshire Stores located on I-95 in Hampton, NH, at both the northbound and southbound rest areas, was awarded the “Pride of New England” Award at the recent Boston Gift Show. This program recognizes retailers in the New England states for their excellence in customer service, creative merchandising and community involvement. Valerie was one of six retailers chosen for this award from a nominating pool of more than 40 stores throughout New England. 
“The Pride of New England recognition program was launched by the Boston Gift Show management team because they know how difficult it can be for retailers in New England,” says Tony Orlando, manager of the Boston Gift Show. “We appreciate the amount of work, dedication, time and effort retailers invest in their stores. The New Hampshire Stores have not only succeeded, but also excelled in true New England fashion by toughing it out and forging ahead.” 

The two New Hampshire Stores are owned by the non-profit organization, New Hampshire Made, a membership based marketing organization that created the “New Hampshire’s Own - A Product of Yankee Pride” brand identity program for New Hampshire’s small businesses.  “Our mission is to promote the quality, variety and availability of New Hampshire made products and services statewide,” says Laurie Ferguson, executive director of New Hampshire Made. “Our two New Hampshire Stores not only provide a retail outlet for these small businesses, but serve as information centers for the public to learn about all the other fascinating businesses that are located right here in New Hampshire.”

The New Hampshire Store’s unique location on I-95 is due to a cooperative agreement between New Hampshire Made and the New Hampshire Liquor Commission that operates retail outlets at both Hampton rest areas. The first New Hampshire Store opened at the northbound rest area in 1999 and the southbound store opened in 2001. 
“The first five years for each store required a great deal of experimentation with inventory because of the store’s unique Interstate locations,” says Ferguson.  “We hired Valerie three years ago and she has done a tremendous job bringing both stores closer to their full potential. Last year, both stores exceeded all prior sales goals. We are very proud of her achievements. She is truly a ‘New Hampshire’s Own Product of Yankee Pride.”   For those who don’t travel I-95, inventory from both stores can also be purchased on-line at www.nhmade.com. 
To learn more about New Hampshire Made, or to discover almost 700 New Hampshire made products and services throughout the state on-line, visit www.nhmade.com or call New Hampshire Made at 
1-888-647-8674. 
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